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I love her gates; 1 love the road: 
The Charch, adarn'd with grace, 
Stands like a Palace: built for Gov, 
To shew his mer face. VV arts. 
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HIGHTS-TOWN. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


Tn E following diicourſes, which you have already heards 
are now ſubmitted to your peruſal. Conſcious that you were induced; 
to ſolicit their publication by an honeſt defire to promote the glory of- 
God, I pray the end may be abundantly anſwered. I regret, that” 
ſome unanticipated occurrences prevented an earlier accompliſhment; 
of your wiſhes. ; + 38 

If it become us to-abound in joy and gratitude in proportion tof: 
the diſplays of divine - goodneſs on our behalf, your obligations to; 
theſe holy exerciſes are peculiarly ſtrong, From a ſtate borderingX: 
on extinion in the year 4782, the great ſhepherd of the ſheep hugh 
augmented your number to nearly four hundied. During the ſame > 
interval, your worthy paſtor has been an inſtrument in raifiog at leaſt 
four houſes for public worſhip, and an adminiſtrator of btiſm to? 
upwards of ſeven hundred- profeſing believers. May the Saviour * S 
ſtill proſper his way, and you and he continue to abound in the works £ 
of the Lord, foralmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain + 

in the Lord, . 

Permit me, dear brethren, to requeſt an intereſt in your fupplica- * 5 
tions at the throne of God for myſelf and the little flock in Burlington, = 
of which the holy Ghoſt has made me oyerſeer, and that you- will ** 


accept the aſſurance, 
that, I am, 
. In the faith and fellowſtvp of the Goſpel, 
Your affeQtionate brother and willing ſervant, 
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WILLIAM STAUGHTON h 
February 7th, 1804. 
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A S' it may be acceptable to ſome into whoſe hands theſe 
Sermons may fall, to become acquainted-with. the events which gave 
rife to the building at Trenton. The following ſtatement, drawn up 
by Mr. Wm. Tindall, a valuable Deacon of the Church at Hights- 
Town, is inſerted. RY 

< In the year 1787, the Rev. Peter Wilſon, A. M. our beloved 
paſtor, began preaching in Trenton and its vicinity. His Jervices 
appeared, at firſt, unwelcome, but they became more approved as bis 
viſits were repeated; and ſeveral of his hearers began to feel {erious 
concern for their. everlaſting ſafety; On the'gth of March 1788, 
five perſons, confeſſing their fins, ſubmitted to the ſolemn ordinance 
of Chriſtian Bapriſm in; the Delaware, when the: furrounding ice 
was ſo ſtrong as to bear a large congregation of {petators.” \ Since 
that time his labours have been crowned with conſiderable ſucceſs.” 

& Early in the year 1801, Colonel Peter Hunt of. Lamberton, 
preſented to the Church a lot of ground'on' which to build a Meeting- 
Houſe, and on the»2d of: May+in the fame” year, Truſtees were 
appointed to ſolicit donations and fuperintend' the work. To the 
exertions of the Church many of -our, brethren: of other religious 
denominations united their hberal ſubſcriptions. - The PFruſtees at 
length reporting that they had fo far ſucceeded in'their appointment 
as to have the building ready for public worſhip. The 26th/and 
27:h days of November, 1803, were fixed on for opening the houſe 
and holding communion therein. - 'The di{courfes preached on the 
occation, are publiſhed at the requeſt of the Church," 
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BIT WIEE GOD INDEED DWELL ON THE EARTH? 


T-is the” duty of reaſonable creatures to 
worſhip The" everlaſting God. His majeſty claims our 
adoration, and his mercy our gratitude... Nature herſelf, 
feeble as is her capacity for diſcovering-and leading 
men along the- paths of 'moral duty, has, nevertheleſs, 
in all ages, pointed the” barbarian to the' Supreme 
Power” from: -whom' all good is derived; and-on the 
guidance-of whoſe' providence all revolutions depend. 


& Paſs over the carth, ſaid Plutarch, you may diſcover 


5 citics. without walls, without literature, without 
* monarchs, without--palaces or wealth, where the 
* theatre:andithe ſchooFare not known ; but; no man 
© ever ſaw -acity without temples and gods, where, 
* prayers and oaths and oracles and ſacrifices were not 
© ufed for obtaining good or averting evil.” 

This duty is more clearly taught and enforced with 
ſtill! ſtronger "motives: in the volume of Revelation. 
Almoſt every page \inſtrufts us to worſhip the Lord 
our God and to ferve him only. We have examples 
riſing. im Jucceſhon for our imitation. The mode of 
worthip may vary, but the devotional principle muſt 
be the ſame. 
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As the neceſſities we feel and the bleſſings we enjoy 
for the malt part, relpe as not merely as individuals, 
but as members of a large community, with ſolitary - 
worſhip man' is not to farisfy himſelf.” "The blaſting 
and the mildew, the fword* and the peſtiſence, ' the 
locuſt aod the famine "are not privitte"calinitics, 
Nitional victory over 'unjuſt 'oppofition, peace (in all 
our borders, fruitful ſhowers'and” golden harveſts /are 
not private bleſſings. "Thoufatidy” feel the” pang'%or 
divide the tranſport. Hence we find, ' that men have 
not ſeparately, cach one prepared a victim for himſelf; 
they have agreed in*bands to ſarround a co n altar 
and to join in mourning and ſupplicarion, orimhymnsof 
thankſgiving and praiſe. Somerimes a' family. compoſed 
a company of worſhippers, and fometimes a ciry; but 
in the hiſtory of the Ifrachitics we behold a'whole nation 
uniting in Holy folemnities; - Though off their- leaving 
Eyypt the people were more than a 'millon'm number, 
they had but one tabernacle; one ark,” one mereyſeat, 
one altar for burnt-offering, and one high*prie(t. 

The tabernacle firſt uſed amonz the Hebrews appears 
to have been reared in haſte by*Moſes. "Perhaps; "it 
was nothing more that one of his own tents: 'Ir came 
to paſs, nevertheleſs, that © every one who ſoughtithe 
Lord went out*” to this tent, probably for the ſpace of 
a year, Hence, es htly called it ** the" — 
of the Congregation® ." 


* Mr. Shuckford, in his + ConneQion,”” has caiefaQoxily ſhewn 
that there is nor a (ingle paſſage in any good writer, of ſufficient 
authority to induce the Helief that there were any temples in [the 
world before the tabernacle of the Jews was erefted. _ So far from 
Jewith cuſtoms being derived from heathen in(ticutions as the inpdels 
of the age would maintain, the contrary is a tad, | 

Phe true worſhippers of God, fart met in the Fells 
idolators. Abraham fet apart a grove for private 5 as, hae 
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F 
"fterwans ths larger Tabernacle, the a3 ay VL 
of Bezalechand.Aholiab, was fet up. 'To this the tribes 
repaited, not only, while ſojourners in the defart, bat, 
alter-their ſettlement_in the land of promiſe. b 
At length;kiag. David conceived the defign of build. > 


«tis loxc for, the-worſhip of Jebovah by having a new _ 
-tabernacle raiſcd near his own palace, for the reception: 
of the. ark oh its remoyal from rhe houſe of Obed-edom, - 
But. this was: not ſufficient—** Sce now,””* ſaid the king : S. 
to.Nathan,. ** 1 dwell-in an houſe of cedar, but the © & 
ark.of. God dwelleth. in: curtains,” ** Go,”* ſaid the 7 
-prophet,,** and do all that is in- thy heart.” The king 
was on. the point, of : proceeding .to the pleaſing taſk, 
when he learned that though the Lord approved ms }. 
purpoſe, the, work ſhould be reſerved for Solomon his - 
fon. Soon after the.pious. monarch had fallen aflcep Wy. 
-xwith-bis fathers; the young prince © built the houſe and © 
finiſhed. it.”? | 
.*© Then Solomon afſembled the elders of Ifracl and 


ang;a houſe for.the Lord. He had already teſtified & 


all, the- heads, of; the: tribes,” that they might bring » 


the ark from £Zion;ro-the temple. The-men of [frach 
gathered | themſclves together in crouds to join the 
 Molemnity... When the pricſts began to remove the ark, 
the. tabernacle:and all the holy veſſels, king Solomon 
and all the congregation led on the proceſſion, ſacrificing 
eas they. went .* ſheep and-oxen that could not be told 
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—_ " the. Thjutrn or. ſacred encloſures of the Heathen. God appointed 
for the "Jews. on their leaving Egypt, a moveable tabernacle; the 

- Heathen copied ther example and made their portable tabernacle 
. Mgloch. When it came to be knowo that the If aclites were to 


ras ai a id, a, ;bouſe tor God, Pagon the god of the Philiftnes hag x 
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& or- numbered for: multitude.” As ſoon! as thevark 
was brought into+the oracle-of the houſe, a dark-claud 
filled all the-place. The people were ſtruck with horror 
and the terrified prieſts could ,not ſtand; to-\miniſter. 
Then ſpake Solomon, relieving, their apprehenſions 
and commencing kis prayer.: © The Lord, faid he would 
*« dwell in thick darkneſs.” ———- The king recounted 
with ſolemn reverence the promiſes that Godihad made 
and fulfilled for his: father-David and for .himfelt ; bur, 
as he prayed, his devotions, were ſuddenly checked;/or 

rather, ſublimely clevated-by an overpowering: ſenſe-of 
the divine majeſty, —*But will God indeed-dwell on the 
earth ? behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain. thee ; - how much leſs-this houſe that: I 
have builded?”? 

You perceive, my. brethren, a reſemblance between 
the opening of the temple and the-fervices:of this.day, 
and yet the likeneſs'is ſo ſmall 'that laggeliing the idea 
ſeems to demand-an apology. 

For the temple, David. and his-princes aſſigned one 
hundred and eight" thousand' talents of gold, and” we 
million seventeen'thousand talents of filver, amounting in 
weight to forty-six-thousand tons; and in'value, accord- 
ing to the uſual ſtandard, to more than mine Dundred 
millions pounds ſterling*. One hundred'and eighty-three 
#housand men, at the leaſt, were employediin building 
it, and it was deſigned as the medium of the devotions 
of a kingdom. But, though in rhefe points, my 
brethren, you pretend not to: cumparilon, tis edifice | 


* The ſum is ſo prodigious as gives. reaſon to think wi th 
talents were another ſort of far leſs value than the Molvic talewe 
for if reckoned by theſe, there was-enough wherewith: to haye built 
all the temple of ſolid filyer.—PzIiDzavux; 43: 4 Io'Ttfy 
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4 reſembles the temple in that'it has been raiſed: for-the” 
'{ervice of God. Within theſe walls his lovely charatter . : 
4s to be exhibited, and his righteous Taw' proclaimed. | 
Here, fin! is to beſet forth, not as in the theatre, as 
a" pitiable frailty, 'or an occaſion for laughter, but as 
exceeding finful, ahominably impure, and awfully-de- 
tuive; Here, falvation through”a crucified Saviour 
is to be ſonndet in the exrs of the trembling penitent. - 
; Here, obligations to univerſal holineſs are to be ſtated,” 
C And the heart overwhelmed with the waves of affliction 
; » pPointed-to the Rock that is higher than itſclf, We 
* {KF Trjoice on ſceing hoſpitals raiſed for the fick, aſylums 
for the -orphan' and alms houſes for the poor; and: 
ſhall we'not rejoice on-the crefion of a building where * 
the healing balm is to be applied to the wounded 
conſcience, where the orphan is'to'be inſtructed to find 
a-fanQuary in: God, and where- the poor' in ſpirit are 
to be tauplit char theirs is: the kingdom-of heaven ? 
On opening the temple,” Solomon conſecrated the : 
building and all s appertenances, and the ſame at - 
appears to/ have been repeated by Judas Maccabeus 
after the pollutions of Antiochus, when. the feaſt of * 
dedication was appointed. Under the”law, indeed, x 
conſecration was extended ro the whole nation of the 
Hebrews; as-well as to their beaſts, their houſes and 
the arit fruits of their fields. While in this we- ſee 
t ypmcd" the ſanRification of the church, we regard'it 
W apart of "that law of commandments which Chrift: 
30 his fleſh has for ever aboliſhed. Convinced that 4: 
holineſs under the goſpel diſpenſation exiſts not ſeparate An. 
from an intelligent agent, we arc not afſembled to-day * 
'to' conſecrate theſe walls, the adjoining graveyard, or . 
any of the veſſels tobe uſcd at the ſupper. of the Lord: 
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We are. met as-it' is commonly termed among Us; ” 
apen. the hauſe, by which we mean rwo. things. ; 

Firſt. To make. an explicit avewal of its Deſign, 

»/ : We have already obſerved it 1s a houſe for God, we 
more-particularly declare it a Bayrisr Meeting- Hou;e; 
built for a ſet of chriſtians almoſt every where deſpiſed, 
and yet, almoſt.every where increaflng, ' Here not only 
the doctrines of grace; may be ;exp<ted. to be ſtared 
and maintained, but occaſionally, and'it is hoped never 
but with refpe&ful candor, our views. of that ordinance 
of Clriſt from which-our ſociety receives its denomina» 
tion. But while we publicly avow its defign with 
relation to the: Baptiſt intereit, we wiſh not to be 
underitood, that. this Pulpit is acceſſible only to Miarl- 
ters of Ciriſt of our perſuaſion. I know T am bat 
adding a voice tothe thoughts of my brother, throuzh 
whoſe miniſtrations this houſe has been raiſed, and"6£] 
th: members of the church in. general ; when I give'a 
cor [ial w=lcome.to every, preacher of Jeſas to aſhſt "in 
his holy ſcrvices.. Fhe points in which we differ from 
our chriitian brerhren of other denominations, compared 
with thoſe: in which we all agree, bear no' greater 
proportian to each other, than does the trembling luſtre 
of a {tar to the meridian blaze of the ſummer ſun. While 
chriitian ingenuouſneſs proceeds to ſtate religions ſenti- 
ment with plainneſs-and fmplicity, chraſtian Toye looks 
anxioully for the moment, when bigotry ſhall expire 
with the flames it has kindled. , 

In opening this houſe we mock if you will allow the 
expreſtion, | 

2dly. To put the machinery into motion. | 

When Moles had comp wjeted the tabernacle ME" 
to the model ſhewed him in the mount, oh the firſt 


day of the firſt month he fot it up. Then he brought _ 
ſn the ark, the table and the” gdtlen eandſeſtick,” he . 
fixed the altar of incenſe before the vail,” the altar of _ 
burat offcring at the door of the tabernacle, and the - 
laver between the tent and the altar.” Thus atranged, > 
every object began to be approprated* to its defign: 
\The prophet, placed the bread on the table, he lighted 
the lamps before the Lord, he burht ſweet incenſe on 
the golden: altar, he laid the bleeding” victims on the, 
altar of burat offering, and himſelf and Aaron and. big 
ſons waſhed. their hands and their feet in the havert.; 
Then the cloud deſcended and the glory of the LordX 
filled the rabernacle. You, brethren; like Moſcs, have - 
been raiſing the houſe and ſetting it in'order. To- tay . 
we openit by beginning to offer up the incenſe of prayer 
before the throne—to-day, for the firſt time, from this 
Pulpit lalyation throuzh the blood of the Lamb is; 
proclai' ned—the doors have begun to be crouded with 
-worlhippers and the walls to ring with hymns of 
thankſgiving. O that to-day, m *this' place, finnery __ 
"may be converted to God and faints receive conſolation 
and cſtabliſhment. Great God 'of aſſemblies, bend thy , 7 
"heavens and come down ; here make the horn of Davie > 
to bud, and vrdain a TAP for thine anointed ! 7 
But—will God Indeed dwell-on the carth ! %. 
2 We adopttor ourſelves the exclamation of Solomon:; 
- Eyery word 1s full of meaning. We ſcarce know whert+ 
to reſt our emphaſis. Will God dwell on the carth? 
,{It,would create our wonder if a cherub were to'diſplay-: 
his burning glories among ns, but this were noting; - 
it were nothing if all the cherubim that wheel roan 
the, thronc of light were to come from the ſkies, cou? 
1,pared with the deſcent of the eternal God. For God - 
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| to.dwell in heaven. does not ſo much excite our-aſtoniſly, 
| ment.. It is; true .in. a certain, ſenſe; the; angels are 
chargeable with folly, and the heavens arcunclean itt 
his fight; there; are, however, there,-none: dwelling in 
houſes of clay, no filthy. and.abominable!* beings 
who drink *<* iniquity like water,” But-thathe.dbbuld 
dwell on the earth ſeems almo(t beyond behef; Will he 
indeed dwell, or ſhall it be only. mn aſenſe improper; and 
figurative |—Wilkhe indeed. dwell, or:is the merey too! 
great to be expeted!- Divine condeſcenſions-often fills 
the hearts of good men; with holy,aſtoniſhment!:; Thus” 
the compaſſion'and ſovereignty of, Chriſtin imanifeſting? 
himſelf to his diſciples and not to the world appeared} 
marvellous. Lord how is.it-!  When.Iſraclwas delivered 
from captivity, when, a.riſen Saviour was announced-to” 
his diſciples, | they. were like, men. that Fo they: 
believed not for joy. | vY:200 

The devout ſurpriſe. our. text crclls leaves /it 
implied, that it would/be no-pround of wonderafi God * 
would not make his abode with-us. This idea will 
receive confirmation.on.ourcontemplaging themmmentity, 


1 the /oftine/s, the "independence,.. the ibaline/s and; the 


ſovereignty of God. 
Solomon at the dedication ſeems roxtitvilarty thauve 
been ſtruck with a ſenſe of the divine immen/aty. Behold; 
the heavens and the heaven of heavens cannot cbntaine” 
thee, how much lefs this houſe that I have builded 20 
God had. promiſed- to make the temple hisdwellits 
place; but here was the wonder, that he whodill*the 3 
Univerſe (and who for this reaſon is by the Jews calle&7 
Makom or ſpace) ſhould chooſe a frail building as\hige? 


v | reſt for ever. The martyr Stephen exhihits rhis' ideag +! 


m his excellent defence, ina ſtrong point of view, ade"! 


13 TERS 

vii..,45—50. © © Solomon built him a houſe, Howbeit, 
the Moſt High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; ' 
a faith the” prophet, Heaven'is: my throne and-earth 
is myfoorftook:/ what houſe will ye bbild me, faith the 
Lord: 6r-what'is the place of my reſt ? Hath not my. 
hand made all theſe thihzs ?”” Solomon felt a pleaſure, 
perhaps a'-pride,'-that fo magnificent a temple was 
completed:; but how httle does the whole appear to 
hint, when ftandiog in the prefence of Jehovah— What 
was the houſe he 'had built, when all the heavens are 
but/a throne” for God,” and 'alf the carth merely a 
footftool Having done all,” we are ſtill unprofitable 
ſervants. "Y 
It 1s wonderful that God ſhould dwell with man, 
becauſe'of his ſoftneſs. From the ſmalleſt particle of 
animated matter, upto the firſt archangel in glory, + 
there appears, through all the orders of being, a grada- 
tion. But the*Lord is above'all, he is the high God, 
Daniel iv.-21/or; as he'is often called; the Moſt High; 
exalted above! all bleſſing and praiſe. Will infinite 
elevation dwell with abje& worms? the inhabitane - 
of. eternity, with'the"ercatures of yeſterday ? Many a 
Philoſopher, of | both ancient and modern claſſes, has 
declared! he- will not,” and many a finner has caught 
the fentiment and aſcd it for his own deſtruftion. Tt 
wid. The Lord ſhall not ſee, neither fhall the God 
of: Jacobrregard it,” 

Mhen we meditate on the independence of Jehovah, 
it malt appear wonderful that he will make his abode 
— wathius. -Qur happineſs is conneRted with ſociety, and 
together with our being, is hourly dependant on God. 
Hes happy alone and from himſelf. He poffeffed 
infiglite , blefſedneſs before the worlds were framed : 

8 


and ſhould earth and ſeas, ſhould ſuns and ſtars, ſhould 
mortals and feraphim be ſtruck. out of exiſtence, he 
would Yemain the. bleſſed God.” The viciſfitudes 
of creation no more affect his happineſs, than a paſſing 
cloud below diſturbs the courſe of the great ſun through 
the heavens, He is not to be worſhipped with men's 
hands, as though * he needed any. thing.” Is it ang 
pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art vighteous, or 1s 
it gain to him that thou makelt thy way perfect ? Thy 
wickedneſs may hurt a man as thou art; agd thy 
righteouſneſs may profit the fon of map, Job xxxv. $, 
9. But can man be prohtable to God ? The guilt 
&f impious men can no more ſhake the divine throne, 
than the purity of ſaints can eſtabliſh it. , He poſſeſſes 
none of thoſe motives to ſeek ſociety, arilng trom 
want, intereſt and gratification, which operate with 
us. He inhabits his own eternity ! 

That God ſhould dwell on the earth appears the 
more ſurpriſing, when, we contemplate his holzneſs. In 
this perfetion he 1s greatly glorious. He is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity without infinite abhor- 
rence. _ Into heaven, the habitation of his holi neſs, 
there ſhall in no wife enter any thing that defileth, 
neither whatſoever'worketh abomination or maketh a 
lie. One of the folemn anthems of heaven is, holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God almighty. But what are 
we, what the whole human race? Conceived, alas 
in ſin and ſhapen in iniquity, we have gone aſtray from 
the womb. David drew the likeneſs of man in. his 
day; Paul, ſtruck with its corre&tneſs, again exhibited 
It; and a momentary compariſon of features, will coN- 
vince us that it reſembles man in the preſent” age, * 
mach as it could have done in ages paſt. Jews at 
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5 


Gentiles are © all under fin; as it is written, there is 
none _ righteous, no, not one ;_ there is none. that : 
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underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God. © 
They are all gone qut of the way, they are together .- 
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, ;: 


no, not one, + Their throat is an open ſ{epulchre ; with ©: 
their tongues. they haye uſed deceit ; the poiſon of + 


alps is under their lips : whoſe mouth is full of curſing 
and bitterneſs: their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood ; 
deltruftion and miſery are in their ways; and the way 
of peace have they not known: there is no fear of God 
before their eyes.” Rom. iii. 9.—18. Review the ſal 
outlines.” They teach us that the powers of the mind 
are depraved ; there is none that anderftandeth—the 
path of duty is abandoned ;. they are all gone out of 


the way—the excellencies of Jehovah have no attrac- 


tions; there is none that. ſeeketh after God—the 
members of the body are inſtruments of unrighteouſ- 
nels ; the infatiate deſires of the drunkard and the 
glutton, teſtify that their throat is an open ſepulchre ; 
the perjured perſon and the liar are with their tongues 
uſing deceit, and the poiſon of afps is under the /ips of 
the flatterer and the ſlanderer. What multitudes arc 


| yo_ , 
there among all ranks of ſocicty who are uſing language * 


at which a demon might ſhudder. With how little emo- 
tion 1s damnation invoked on their eyes and their limbs, 
their bodies and their ſouls. The mcuth of many ſeems 


fo full of curſing, that they can ſcarcely ſpeak on the 


128038 l : | 

molt-trivial occurrences, without an oath incorporated 
- HITef "a ; 7 

with every fentence. The feet of men in all ages haye 

TIC) } 


been ſwift. to ſhed blood. The firſt child that was 
born ito the world was a murderer; and almoſt:every 


page of hiſtory, when it does not lead us into the 


k 1671 
enſanobined” field,  confiſts of 'inferences from battles 
fot, or prehades to ſome new cataſtrophe. + Thous 


ſaads are deſtroyers of men by profcſhon; and: fo rofty 7!) 


: 


ſo prompt'to ſhed blood are* heroes and-nations, that: :! 
circumſtances the/ moſt- infignificartt'ave/commonty: laid: 
hold of, and amplified into grounds of diflention and''z 


laughter. Whatever difference "may! fublift- among! 


men as to the degree of their, iniquity, ithere/1s nones! 


rightcous, no, not one." And wilt}Godindeed«dwell 


upon the earth? It were reaſonable to: conclude hem 


will not; or that if he ſhould, having whet his: glitrer»--) 
ing ſword, his hand would take hold' on judgment _ 


render recompenle. 


But, farther, ' refle&t ' brethren 'a 'moment/on chin 
divine sovereignty, The moral Jaw'is binding abke-on-. 
angels and men. Many of the former-clats:of beings: 
and, as we have' juſt thewn; 'albof the latter, have:* 
violated its precepts. It is a/righteous thing with Gods: 


to render tribulation and anguiſh 'to the' tranſgrefſons”? 


Having uttered the threatening; either'on;:the inner or». 


on a ſubſtitute the penalty muſt-deſcend; ar the- divine; 
faithfulneſs muſt fail. "The "angels; which kept not 
their firſt eſtate he hath reſerved im-everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs, unto the judgment-of-the greatiday. 
Since, like them, we have finned, whatreafon canwe 
aſhen, why with them we ſhould not ſuſter Its af 
the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed at the 
preſent hour? Tf it be right that God attag a 
penalty to his law, it cannot be wrong thatrhes 
exact it, His character as governor of the Univerſe,” 
demands the meaſure; and who can fay, whether, Fm 
wiſdom will contrive, his arm accompliſh; or;ohis.; 
ſovereignty accept a ES for the deliverance of his 
rebellious creatures. 


T ; £ 
<1 ger - 
Great however, as are the difficultics which-ariſe in #, 
the mind when we affociate the ideas of: God's-immen- 
, fity'and our locality, - his loftinels and. our 'meannefs, 
his/independence and our ſubjettion, his holineſs. and Sh 
our deftifementy his: Jovereignty-and our deferts z—be _.*: 
| altbniſhed, -Q/ earth,/; break forth into. finging, ve 'S 
* mquntains=the: holy-word gives an afhrmative anſwer : 7 
to:the inquiry in, the: text. by 
: We with not to:derive our i!luſtrations of this truth 
A merely from the operations of providence. When we | 
( beahoid him walking:on-the wings of the wind, or plant- +4 
| ing-his footfteps in the mighty waters; when he ſhakes 7 
| down towers with his earthquakes; when he utters his : 
voice in-thundery/ or loads the air-with peſtilence; when : 35 
he-touches the: hills and they (moke, becoming ſudden oy 
volcanoes, 'orwhen-weſce him clothing the lilies of the. :." 
fied; and- feeding the! fowls: of the; air *, we poſſeſs SE 
proofs that he:'is not far from everyone of us : but, ; 
the" condetcenfion to which: our text refers, relates 3 
immediately 'to._the operations of his grace, ſuch E 
particularly as are-exbibited, "FS 
Ms Tn the coming of Chriſt into the world; _ & 
22. In the rehdence of his Spirit in the heart; and, '* 
2:-In the prefence of God, in his churches. 14 
=Y »We have ample evidence that God will dwell with 7 
man #he comme of Chris into the world. The word: , 
# The Hlies of the feld, not thoſe of the garden, the fowls of the $4 
aicy not thoſe of the farm-yard—thoſe which derive no aid from the 2 
cultare. and bounty of man: and yet a ſingle lily is arrayed in greater {2 
beauty than was Solomon in all glory ; though the fowls of the air - , 
" toil not "like the huſbandman, nor ;þin with the houſewife, - the FA 
heaveoly Father feedeth them. | +: 
vid 3c Vide Poli Syn. in loc. | « 
y 


4; 


was made fleſh, faid John, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. We cannot. 
aſſent to the creed of ſuch as regard our Lord Jeſus as. 
a mere man, or, to that of thoſe who conſider him only 


'a created being, while they admit he ts above the 


higheſt angels. If Jeſus Chriſt be not the true God 
ad eternal life, would the Holy Spirit have inſpired 
the writers of the Bible to have recorded fo many and 
ſuch pertinent texts, which a plain underſtanding muſt 
accept as demonſtrations of his divinity, and ES” 
require all the ſubtilty of criticiſm to induce a doubt 
as to their meaning? We are reduced to the alternative, 
to acknowle edge, either that Chriſt is a divine perion, 
or, that the language of ſcripture is unguarded ane 
deceptive; an idea which every good man will rejedt 
with abhorrcnce. God was manifeſt in the fiſh ; for 
Chriſt is God. His name is Immanuel, God Sick ws 
Of his dignity and of his preſence the heavens gave 
teſtimony. A new ſtar traverſed the ſky at his incar= 
nation, and at his crucifixion, for three hours the.fun 
was extinguiſhed. —The winds and ſeas gave teſtimony, 
when at his word the furious blaſts was hathed, .and 
the rough ſurges ſmoothed into a great calm; at "he 
ſame word, the inhabitants of the waters crouded ron 
the ſhip and filled the net of the aſtoniſhed and wor- 
ſhipping diſciples. —The carth gave teſtimony: xt. his 
death and at his reſurretion 1t trembled to its centre. 
Diſeaſes gave teſtimony : fevers were rebuked; ifucs 
of blood were ſtanched; the blind ſaw their deliverer; 
the deaf heard his voice; the dumb publiſhed, his 


character; paralytics aroſe and followed him, and lept 
at his command, haſtened to the pricſts and were heated: 


y 
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as they trayelled,—The graye gave.teſtimony; when 5 
Lazarus came forth in the garb. of its. dominiofhs, and 


when many, of the bodies of the ſaints that lept aroſe.— 

e inviſible world gave teſtimony : devils acknowledged 
his divinity, : and flew from his preſence. to the abodes of 
perdition ; angels miniſtered unto. him, in the defart, 
the. garden, ,and the tomb. One. of them, as if to 


_ = 


healing power. , A multitude ſang an anthem in the 
air un the hearing of the ſhepherds, and as our riſen 
Lord aſcended up to glory, they accompanied his flight 
with the found of trumpet and the ſhouts of triumph. 

But, Oh: my brethren, how gloripus the purpoſes 
he came to execute. © To finiſh tranſgreſhon, to 


make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for - 


miquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and to ſcal up the viſion.and propheſy, and to aoint 
the Mo#t Holy,”” Danicl is. 24. 

2. God is found dwelling on the earth by his Spirit 
in the.heart. The Holy Spirit, the third perſon | in the 
myſterious Trinity, 1s no leſs properly God . than the 


= 


orks prove his divinity. God gave this. promiſe to 
the Hebrews, I will tet my tabernacle among you, 
and Twill walk among you, and will be your God, and 


pu 


ye, hall be my people,” Levit. xxvi. 11, 12, | The 


le guides our eye to its accompliſhment 2 Cor: 
gee * 
vi. 16, where he ſays, © we are the temple of the living 


Gaa'>; as God hath ſaid, I will pag in them and | 


£43; 

7 1 It it was God then, who of old was promiſed to dwell in his 
£1 
» and to make.them his temple thereby, then 1s the gs Snirit 
*(ifor, he it 13, who according 5 to that promile, thus dwe! (£211 itt 


Mbit an emblem, of the virtues of the Saviour, often - 
cended Betheſda and imparted to the waters a. 


Father or the Son. His names, his attributes, and his - 


walk in them.** Paul had conniayed. the fame idea in 
a prior epiſtle to the Corinthian charch. © Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you—=the temple of God is holy 
which temple are ye.*”* The heart of man, by nature, - 
is a fortreſs of ſatan, a den of thieves, deceitful above 
all things and deſperately wicked. In regeneration, 
when the holy Spirit makes his entry, the ſtrong 
man armed is driven from the ſeat he has ufurped, 
and a war commences between corrupt affeftions and 
the holy| nature which the new-birth produces. Poſ- | 
feſſed of the ſoul, the Spirit proceeds to work* in us 
to will and to do of his own good pleaſure, He teaches 
us the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and influences to 
deep repentance, holy caution and habitual mortifica- 
tion, He teaches us our need of ſalvation, and then 
takes of! the things of Chriſt and ſhews them to us. 
The ſoul is filled with unutterable tranſport, ſurpriſe 
and gratitude, on finding itſelf at the margin of a foun- 
tain open for fin and for uncleanneſs. The fame ſpirit 
helps our infirmities, promotes our conformity toChriſt, 
enables us to cry Abba, Father, ſeals us to the day of 
redemptionand becomes himſelf the carneſtoF aheavenly 
inheritance. - The ſtay of our Lord Jeſus on this'earth 
was ſhort. When a little more than thirty years were 
expired, he Jed out his diſciples as far as Bethany and 
while bleſhng them, he was parted from them” and 
carried up into << but the Comforter is to abide 
with the ſaints for ever. He ſhall aſcend not wy 
them, but with them to glory. 

Think it not ſtrange that God the Spirit ſhauld 
poſſeſs a diſtin& habitation in the heart of every beliE 'E : 
The ſame voice, like- the voice of God from mw 
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Sinai may diſtinAy enter a million of ears ; place wa? Y 


Re 


fore the ſun as many mirrors'as the earth could furniſh, 
an 'image of the ſun would appear'in every mirror ; 5 
but , ſuppoſing. no illuſtration could be derived from; © 
ature, experience demonſtrates the truth. To this,” 
teſt the apoſtle refers, where he'fays, ye are not in. 
the fleſh but in the 'ſpirit, "if ſo be the ſpirit of God 
Awell in you; now if any man have not the ſpirit ny 
+ Chriſt, he is none of his; and if Chriſt be in you, the”: 
body is dead becauſe of fin; but the ſpirit is life becauſe... 
. of righteouſneſs, > 
23. We have evidence that God will dwell with man'= 
"pon the carth, in the diſplays of his gracious preſence x 
in his churches. He faid to Ifracl, © In all- places”: 
- Where I record my name, I will come unto thee-and Is. 
"will bleſs thee,” and in language very ſimilar our Lord” 

- addreſſed his diſciples; + Where two or three are; 
thered together in my name, there am I in the midſt: 
em 3 will not leave you comfortleſs, I will =; 

unto you.” 
"avid declares he has beheld the glory of Jehovah? 
- im _his tabernacles, and, may I not add, fo have we.:: 
"Have we not ſeen it in the miniſters of the pant 
when engaged in ſolemn prayer? How, like Moſes, ** 
3+ "have they aſcended the hill of the Lord, in preſence off - 
M the people! what a holy flow of adoration, _ 
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ad chankſgivings have we ſometimes witnefſed ? Have; ; 
p ve not ſeen it in the miniſtration of the word ? With 
what boldneſs and readineſs of mind, with what ME Þ 
gF argument and perſuaſive energy, with what wore, 
al and heavenly unttion, have we often heard his 
Servants deliver their meſſage! The ſound of their: 
maſter's fect behind them, while it revives the lenſe © 
= | 
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of their-awful reſynonſihility, gives conrace to the heart, 
an:! inſpires that eloquence in-proclaiming the terrors 
of Sinai and the confolations of Calvary, which the 
ſchools co:114 never have tauzht. The eft:Qs attends 
iz the word heſpeak the preſence of the Li:rd. It is 
Gol: that giveth the mcreaſe. If rhere come in one 
that believeth not, or one. unlearned, he is convinced, 
he is jul zed. an thus are the ſecrers of his heart made 
manifeſt and fo falling down on his face, he will wor» 
ſhip God, and report that Go is in you of a truths 
1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. The cry of converts when ſeeking 
acceſs to the church and its ordinances is, we wilt go 
with you, for we have heard that God is with you 
We have indications of his preſence when Aſaphs-ane 
inſtructed 1 ia the reQitude of providence, when Ephraims 
are mourning over their backflidinzs, and when Simeons 
having ſeen the ſalvation of God, arc longing to "= 
in-peace, from carth to heaven. 

Got will 4:v2// 1a his charch-s—he hath ſaid, —a. 
I 4m with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
The church, it is true, 1s in the wilderneſs and a thou» 
Fang ſavage bealts of prey ſtand waiting to devoung 
butthe Lord is a wall of fire around her, throweh 
which they cannot paſs. Zion is his reſt for ever... The 

malice of carth and hell can no more ſucceed in deſtroy 


inz the church, his dwelling place below, than itt. 


demoliſhing the heavens, his dwelling place above; and 


for this obvious reaſon, ** ihe Lord is there.” Ezek.. 


Ixvin. 3G. 
There are obj<As in the natural world whoſe pres 
ſence. brings bleflings with it. Wherever the brogd 


river winds its courſe, its banks become tertile and its. 
contizuous CILIcs, Icats of Coauncree. Lac appcarauce 
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23 
of the ſnn cheers the fire of natvre, and the peffe Mou * 
of a ſhicld is a fecuriry tothe warrior again't the +: 
weirpons of his adverſaries. Under. ſuch animating. & 
fi.ures David ſers forth the advantazes of the divine; £ 
preſence in his churches. There 1s a river, the fireams < ' 
whereof make glad the city of our God.. The L: rd.; 
G11 is a ſun and ſhield, the TL ord will give grace ai: Hi 
glory, and no good thing will he withold from theme; _ 
that walk uprightly. His preſence is like that of the+: 
poo! ſhepherd in the midſt of his flock, or. of the. 
Aetionate father in the midſt of his happy family. > 
#> Docs it, my brethren, from what you have heardE; 
appear a truth, that God wiLL dwell with man upon=; 
Xhe/earth, permit me to exhort you never to loſe ſights; 
*of his aſtoniſhing condeſcenfhon. Nor lefs in the ſtoopYy. 
*of his mercy, than in the ſublimitics of his nature; Jock? 
Fehovah ſhine without a rival. Hiſtorians have dwelt oh: 
the reſignation of C'arles the V. the emperor of Gery;7 
Many, as an event ſcarcely paralleled .m the annals of, 
Ares; That © a prince whoſe ruling paſſion had beet 
uniformly the love of power, at the age of. fifry-ſix;;- 
$* when objc&s of ambition operate with full forcel oj: | 
mere ming, who during half a century had alarwey? :. 
*and agitated Furope, filling every kingdom in. it, * 
**tirns, with the tcrror of his arms, and who w 7% 
# then in poficihon of all the honors which can fla; 
#7 he heart of man, ſhould ſuddenly, abandon his throne: 
*© paſs into the ſhades of an obſcure retirement, as © 
* there dwell among a few ſervants, filled Europe Tit 
** the world with furpriſc *.” But, cempared with JE 
*FLor's bowing the heavens, this is lefs than LOULILgS 


Pt 
© xz 


FT . EM 
v * Sce Roberiſon's Hiſtory, &c, & 
EY 

- $5 


—— 
*, 


4 —_— — 


24 
In vain might lofty princes try, 
Such condeſcenfion to perform ; 


For worms were never raiſed ſo high, 
Above their meaneſt fellow worm. 


Reflefions on the condeſcending grace of God tend 
to promote true humility. Pride is altogether unbe- 
coming ſinful, dependent, dying creatures. It is a crime 
againſt which, ſome of the moſt tremendous threatenings 
in the ſcriptures. dire& their terrors ; and yet alas! 
how prone are we'to cheriſh this © firſt born of ſatan” 
in our boſoms. Would you wiſh to be clothed with 
humility, let this mind be in you which was alſo in. $3 
Chriſt Jeſus; who, being in the form of God, thought, _ 
it no robbery to be equal with God ; but, made him- J 
{elf of no reputation, took upon him the form of a ſer-_ & 
vant and was made in the likeneſs of men, and being; = 
found in faſhion as a man he humbled himſelf and bes - : 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. % 
"Phil. ii. 5—8. _ Well might he ſay, learn of me for - 
I am Nr and lowly ! | 

The condeſcenſions of the holy Spirit ſhould be. 
improved to the ſame end. Who maketh thee, beliens _ 
to differ from another ? and what haſt thou that thou a 
didit not receive? now if thou didſt receive it, why, Fe 
doſt thou glory as if thou didſt not receive it ? In the. 
prophecies of Iſaiah, the conneftion between the abſence - - ; 


of God and the prevalence of pride, and between his, fy 
preſence and the humiliation of the ſoul, is dſtin&lyy, £3 


traced. *© I hid me and was wroth, - and he went on. 
trowardly in the ways of his heart.” —*<+< Thus ach 0 


2 5 highand lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, 1 bot 


*1n the high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a. 


* contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the x 


hs _— — — = -_ 
—— = ob 4 
\ bf by - 


tions : he marks how little thou art alarmed or attra&ed 


—propenſities to commit iniquity with zreciigel eſcape 


25 
* humble and the heart of the contrite ones.*” Ifaiah 
Ivit. 1 5—17, 

Does God in a peculiar ſenſe dwell.in his churches, 
with what holy reverence ſhould we approach the 
aſſembly of his ſaints. How ſuitable the inſtruftions 
of Solomon, Keep thy foot when thou goeſt to the 


\ houſe of God, and be more ready to hear than to give 


the ſacrifice of fools : for they confider not rhat they > 
docevil. Be not rath with thy mouth, and let not thine ** 
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heart be haſty to utter any thing before God. The 


eyes of the Lord, indeed, run to and fro ad, 


every where the evil and the good—He compaſles our |: 
path and our lying down, and is acquainted with alt. 
our ways; but when we mect to worſhip him, we draw |; 


nigh to God and he draws nigh unto us. Cornelius $ 
Felt the weight of this idea, when, having affembled 
his family and friends, he faid to Peter; Now are we 


all here preſent before God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God. 


The mind of Paul appears to have been affe&ted with ) 
thefame thought, when writing tothe Corinthianchurch, 
We are not as many who corrupt the word; but as” 


of ſincerity, but as of God, in the 5ight of God ſpeak we 
in Chriſt: by manifeſtation of the truth we commend 


ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the 5ight of God. 
We have met this day, we truſt, in his great name, and 
believe he is in the midft of us. He is here a- witneſs, O 


wicked man, to thy negle& of his warnings and invita- 


by the evil of fin or the beauties of a Saviour : he per- 
ceives thy heart ſet upon this vain world ; not any of thy 


his notice, He now commands thee to repent 'of thy 
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faults, tb believe in his Son Chriſt T-\ne and to wall 
in all his commandments and ordinances lamelefs, 
Take heed how thou ſetteſt at non»ht his counſel, 1: 
the God of paticnce appear as an incenſed hon, an tear 
thee in pieces and there he none to dchiver. The 
Lord is here, O man of God. a witneſs to the fincerity 
of thy, heart. He beholds thee wreſtling with thy fing 
and with the prince of darkneſs—He hears thy crits 
for the ſubduing of thine imiquity, for the lifting up of 
the light of his countenance. ard for grace to run with 
patience the race {et before thee—He looks with ſmiles 


upon thee, and thy experience ſhall prove that he will 
fapply all thy need according to his riches in glorye 
May you my brethren, whenever you affemble, realize 
the idea of a preſent God ; it will lead you 10 adore 
the words of Jacob at Bethel, how dreadful is this 
place! this is none other but the Loulſc vf God and "we 
gate of heaven ! * 

The ſurpriſe expreſſed in ovr text, arifes as we ws 
ſhewn, from the contrariety that ſubſiſts between the 
nature and condition of God and man. It muſt, theres 
fore, he as wonderful that man ſhould dwell with God 
in heaven, as that the Lord ſhould dwell on the earth 
and yet, great as is the privilege, all the ſaints hall 
ſhare it; Theſe ſanfuary fervices are intended ro fit 
the foul, through the irfiurnces of the Holy Sririt, for 
approaching the heavenly Jeruſalem, the innumcral®& 


company of angels, the church of the firit-bora, Git 
the Judge of all, and Jelus the Mediator of the nes 


covenant. Our ce arthly {aibaths are but foretaſtes f 
a ſabbath that ſhall never cad. "The necefl: ty for ifs © 
tinet houſes for worſhip-ſhall ſhortly ceaſe. W en the 


buoved. dliciple at Paiuve Lad @ vitou ol the huly cy. 
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he ſw nn temyle therein; for the Lord God Almighty; 
an4 the Lamb are the temyle of it. In heaven, fo dire& 
will he the diſplays of the divine glory. and fo amply; 
anJ in oY will the dilated faculties of the foot; 
be filled from the fulneſs of God, as to render at ; 
auxiliarics far ever unneceſlary. þ: 

Raiſe your contemplations, brethren, this mornings 
to that ſtate of perfe& bleſſedneſs, which is before yous: 
In their nature and in their ſource, the joys of ſaints in” 


heaven and ſaints on earth are the ds but, it; 


numerous circunſtances they greatly differ. When. 


wwe meet in his ſanuary now, the aſſembly is-a mixed! 
one, He 'that feareth God and he that feareth bing 
Not, fir and hear, and ſing together, but in che manſions” 
above, the people will be all: holy. Here, in theith: 
Happicit moments, the ſaints find a finful nature: defi 

ing their pureſt ſervices; fo that, the brighter theigh 
diſcoveries of the divine glory are, like Iſaiah and Job}* 


the more they deplore their un leanneſs. and abho#: 


themſclves ; bur, there, not the leaſt taint of morak;” 
defilement ſhall remain ; their hearts as well as theig? 
garments (hall be without ſpot or wrinkle or any fſucly F 
thing. In our preſent worſhip we afſemble only with. Fs 


few of God's people. Though the iron rod of perſe<!, 


gurion does not ſcatter us apart as it did our forefathers,” 
bo: 1 1g | . : Kd 
and limit our devotions to the private parlour or the; 


—prifon houſe, yet the conveniences of our habitationss 


and the requirements of animal life, render the con; gre-s. 
gations of the ſaints but little flocks. — ras keep us? 
\- we cannot walk with God in company w: th 
"Epoch ; nor join with David in proceflion to the,” 


tabernacle : we cannot unite with the apoſtles in theig® 
Pruyers 12 Lic upper roum 18 Jcrulalem, or aCCOMPAUY A, 


— 


- 
Yar T9 2 Wares 
G ht — 
i. 4. = a tg = wry - " 


aw Ge ae Cr nn COO_ 


28 


the ſtrains of the Martyrs who ſuns their hoſannahs as 
they embraced the ſtake. —Place divides us from each 
other. We know that divine. worſhip is paid to the 
Lord by thouſands in Europe, and that Afia and Africa 
are. laying their tribute at his feet; but, long interven- 
ing trafts of land and fea forbid our uniting with their 
allemblies.— Variety of religions sentiment too, gives riſe 
to- different congregations : we as yet ſee through a 
glaſs darkly, and know only in part and prophecy only 
in part, but in heavenz the afſembly ſhall conſiſt of 
a number that no man can number. All that have 
loved the Saviour ſhall form one glorious band. There 
an Abraham and an Owen, a Watts and a David, a 
Pearce and a John, a Daniel and a Heory.... There 


the Hipdoo and the American, the European and the 


Negro, the Hottentot and the Greenlander.... There: 
the Methodiſt and Epiſcopalian, the Preſbyterian and” 
the Baptiſt ſhall, with hearts and with voices for ever 
naited, ling, worthy is the Lamb that was flain. 
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PSALM LAXXTIV. 19. 


i HAD RATHER BE 4 DOOR-KEEPER IN THE HOUSE OF Mii 
GOD, THAN TO DWELL IN THE TENTS OF WICKEDNESyS. 
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Amnoxc the numerous paſlages in the hiſtory 

et David, which diſcover him a man after God's owt x; 
heart, we muſt not loſe fight of his love for the ſervice}? 
of the ſanftuary. In this, he appears not only to have® 
excelled his co-temporaries, but to have equalled any; 
of thoſe holy men, whoſe charaQters the pen of infſpira*. 
tion has traced. It was a flame, which, like the facre(- 
fre of the tabernacle, was perpetually glowing 
The blaſts of tribulation ſerved but to heighten 16; 
He ſeems to have praftiſed muſic in his youth, tha + £ 
* upon an inſtrument of ten ſtrings, upon the plaltery?, 
and upon the harp with a ſolemn ſound,” he migh.:: 
ſhew forth the loving kindneſs of his God. Whew: 
driven in his early years into the wilderneſs of Judab;Z 
and there, by an invidious adverſary, hunted like +; 
partridge upon the mountains, his griets derived thei; 5: 
peculiar poignancy from his remoteneſs from the taber®, 
macles- of the Lord; and when grey hairs were upots! 
him, when by his unnatural ſon Abſalom he was HurTiche: 
from his throne, the pſalm of which our text is a part;: 
and which was moſt probably compoſed on the occaſion 

ho ys 7 


I 
ſhews that the chief ſource of his affliftions was ſtill the 
ſame. 

It is ſcarcely poſhble to conceive an image, whiclks 
ean exhibit the ardours of defire in a ſtronger light, than 
that which David employs. 

* As the heart panteth (or ſtands moaning) for the 
water-brooks, ſo panteth my foul after thee, O God. 
My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God,” Pſalm 
xii. 1, 2. The ſame ſentiment is expreſſed in the 
fecond verſe of the Plalm-before us. © My foul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord; my heart 
and my fleſh crieth out for the living God.*” A country 


where no divine worſhip was performed, or, where 


only dead-gods were- reverenced, was to him as **a 
dry and thirſty land where no water 1s,” Pſalm Ixiin"8 
He adds, verſe the third, © Yea the ſparrow hath found 
a houſe, and the ſwallow a neſt for herſelf, where ſhe 
may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hoſts, 
my King and my God.”*—ls this the language of a ſort 
of - generous envy ? Does he regret that the fparrow 
ſhould be bleſt with a houſe, while he remained a 
wanderer forlorn ? that the ſwallow ſhould have acceſs 
to'the altar, and yet himſelf (though the monarchef 
the land) be prohibited the ſacred ſpot ? or, is it the 
language. of holy confidence? Does he mean to ſuggeſt 
that if God in | his providence will take care ofa 


fparrow, he will never leave comfortleſs his ſaints, who. 
are of -more value- than many ſparrows ; that if birds. 


are "ſuffered to neſtle about the altars who are totally 
unconſcious of their uſe, God will not reſtrain fuck 
from approaching for whoſe ſervice they were appoint- 
ed? or, is it the language of lamentation ? is he deplot» 
ing the eltefs of the conſpiracy and rebellion of Abſalom? 
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37 _: 
If the Pſalm were written at the time, when, flying Frank 4 
| Jeruſalem, through fear of his ſon, © all the prieſts and ' 
he Levites were with him,” 2 Sam. xv. 24. no wonder | 
he felt diſtreſſed that thoſe altars, where lately the ſons - 
of -Levi ſtood day and night to offer incenſe and facris | x1} 
fice, ſhould have become fo deſerted' as to be rendered © phy 
reſting places for ſparrows and ſwallows. Whicheves 2; : 
ſenſe we admit, the love of David for the tabernacle 
* ſtill appears. 

This holy afte&tion in the king of Iracl, it was the bo 

pleaſure of the Lord remarkably to honour. As he |: 

gaiſed him up to complete the conqueſt of Canaan, which ; 
was but partially attained by Joſhua, ſo- he direted*; 

him to perfe&- the ritual of Moſes by the addition of ;: x; 

ſeveral new inſtitutions. He prohibited the Levites ||| 
from carrying any more the tabernacle-or its veſlcls, FI 
He divided the, ſons of Aaron into courſes, and # 
beſides appointing many of the Levites to the ſeveral |} | 
ſervices of porters, officers, treaſurers and judges,” he : © 
4oſtituted -an order entirely novel. - Four thouſand £13 
L.evites under the direction. of Aſaph, Haman and *; 
Jeduthun were ſeparated © for ſong in the houſe of & 2 
God, with cymbals, pſalterics and harps,” 4 Chron. 3: 
AXiii. 24, 25- The king ſupplied them with inſtry- þ - 
ments: nay, he did more, he ſupplied them»with cz 
_ Favored with the inſpiration of his Gods he * : 
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" of buly tongs, which animated the Jevocione af ther i 
Jewiſh church forſeveral ages, andwillcontinuea bleſſing + | 
#o'the church of Chriſt until time ſhallibe-no more. > *: 

> ApToſuch a heart as David's, the fight of trouds coming 3 S 

2Þp to worſhip the Lord, mult have yielded the livelieft = 

*gratification. Obferye how. he dwells on the circurg- 4 
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Ftance in the verſes preceding our text. © Bleſſed is the 
man whoſe ſtrength is in thee ;*” who confides in thy 


providence to condutt him thrice a year to Jeruſaleni 


and in thy promiſe to preſerve his family from the enemy 
during his abſence. © In whoſe heart are the ways,”” 
the high-ways that lead to Zion, who, far from confid- 
ering the ſervice a toil, finds in it his richeſt pleaſure. 
Such worſhippers, © paſſing through the valley of Baca 
make it a well.” This valley was nigh to Jeruſalem, 
2 Sam. v. 22. Parched and ſandy, it muſt have been 
extremely weariſome, a valley of tears, to fatigued and 
thirſty travellers, and the more fo as the hills round about 
Jeruſatem, were afterwards to be climbed ; but, love 
for divine ordinances triumphs over every obſtacle. 
Baca becomes a well. Where waters cannot be found 
rolling above rae urtace of the earth, they ſeek or 
the ſprings below; or, it theſe are wanting, they dig 
pits by the fide of the way, while Jehovah, pleaſed with 
the effort, with his © rain filleth the pools.**” * They 
go on from ſtrength to ſtrength,” increaſing in ardour 
and in numbers, until © every one of them in Zion 
appeareth before God.” 

In his firſt exilement, David ſaid, © When I re- 
member theſe things, I pour out my ſoul in me; for 
I had gone with the*multitude ; I went with them to 
the houſe of God; with the voice of joy and praiſe; 
with the multitude that kept holy day,” Pſalm xlii. 4. 
A repetition of the trial produced the ſame effte&. 
Again he pours out his ſoul, not merely in a ſtream of 
ſorrow, but in effequal, fervent ſupplication. *Q 


Lord God of hoſts, hear my prayer, give car, O God 


* Probably of this nature were the * piſcinz cilternzque ſeryandis 
:mbribus,” mentioned by Tecitus.—-Hift. bb. 5. 
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of Jacob. Behold, O God, our ſhield and look open 
the face of thine anointed.” He felt his need of thes: 
* God of hoſts”? to ſcatter the: forces of his rebelling; ; 
ſon—of the © God of Jacob” to ſave his people from” 
delolation ; and of © God his ſhield”? to prote& him 
from impending. Gilaher. « Look upon the. face of 
thine anointed :** though his face be furrowed with 

afflition and ſuffuſed with tears, his eyes are diredtcd* 
to thee, he is ſtill thine anointed, and thou his confi3 
dence : or, by the anointed, the Pfalmiſt may intend: 
the great Meſſiah ; as though he had faid, © O Lord? 
I have deſerved that my prayers ſhould remain for ever 
unnoticed : my fin has procured me the baniſhment; 
I am ſuffering, and wert thou to increaſe my afllitions;: 
thy condu&t would be righteous altogether :- bur, & 
look on the face of Chriſt, and for his fake, falfil my. 
petitions!” The greateſt ſaints, in their pureſt devotionsg 
need an intereſt in the Saviour's 1nterceſhon. - 

He ſubjoins, as a reaſon for the fervency of hi : 
deſires, ** A day in thy courts 1s. better than a on. 
ſand :”” and adds, in the words of the text, © 1 hay? 
rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, thass 
to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs.” $ 

We propoſe, brethren, this morning, to i/luftr. S 
9H, and improve the idea which the paſſage we hay3- 
;choſen expreſles. &. 

I. Let us endeavour to illuftrate it. — Reference? ' 
here made to two different abodes, the houſe of Ga, ,. 
and the tents of wickedneſs ;,—and, to two te, ! 
ſtations, a door. keeper, and an inhabitant. 1 . , * 

By the houſe of God, the tabernacle muſt have 
inteuded, ſince the temple was not' yet conſtructe 
Though but a moveable tent, it is in leveral placeszh 
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the Old Teſtament, called a houſe, but,. no where ſo 
frequently as in the Pſalms of David. Whatever obje& 
is uppermoſt in our thoughts and affefions, we eaftly 


find means of introducing to the view of others. Our 


Lord's deat. was an event on which his heart was ſet : 
he was ſtraitened until it was accompliſhed ; and hence, 


he often ſpeaks of the afflitions his. diſciples would 
experience, and of the dutics it would become them 
to diſcharge, under the idea of taking up a croſs. 'The 
thoughts of David were engaged on the ereftion of a 


houſe. for God; it was ſimply the utterance. of his 
heart—of his hopes and of his confidence, when he 
termed. the tabernacle a houſe. 


Under the goſpel. diſpenſation, God has a. bouſe 
wherever his faints are accuſtomed. to aflemble. In 


addition to the thouſands of buildings which are fcat- 


tered over the earth, and, which have been raifcd for the 
divine glory, we here behold another, a manſion which 
by the fincere worſhipper will be ever preferred to the 


tents of wickedneſs. 


But what are the tents of wickedneſs? The. anſwer is 


eaſy ; they are places where fin is abounding, . Ot this 


nature were the tabernacle of Moloch, and all thofe*: 


reſorts of idolaters, which David in his baniſhment fo 


frequently ſaw, and whoſe iniquity and folly he has+ 
ſo ſtrikingly exhibited. The hearts of | our beloved: * 
brethren in India muſt be often affected with beholding- 


the numberleſs pagodas there. Remit not, brethren, 
your ſupplications for them and for every miſhonary 
of Chriſt, until, not:/by force of arms, as in the days 
of Conſtantive,. but-by the farce of evangelical truth, 
the tents of idolatry become houfes for the living and 


35 9h 2 
But we need not look back on antiquity, 6r nk 
the ocean in our meditations to' find tents of wicker. 
neſs; there are thouſands on every fide. Among th , 
number we muſt claſs the abodes of uncleanneſs, -— 
* in the black and dark night” the adulterer ſhapes 
way. Such too are thoſe chambers where the gameſter 
with his cards or his billiards, is ruffling his temper an; 
ruining his family and himſelf. Sach are thoſe taverfiis 
which, inſtead of being houſes for the refrefhmen! 'af 
the traveller, have degenerated into ſeats of drufik#n- 
neſs, where nothing is heard but the din of diſcord, V+ 
jeſts of lewdneſs, or the horrid roll of blaſphend# ,! {> 
Such are the habitations of deceit and cruelty ; habi, | - 
tions like thoſe which excited fo much the difpleaſy Þ 
of Jacob and the grief of David. © O my foul,” 
the Patriarch, ©* come not thou into their ſecret, uy 
their aſſembly mine honour be not thon united}; cur} 
be their wrath for it was fierce.” * Woe is me,” iﬆ 
the prophet, ** that I ſojourn in Meſhech, that 1 dwelt 
in the tents of Kedar.” Such are all the 'place |; 
public amuſement, by whatever name diſtinguiſhes 
which are frequented by thoſe who are-lovers of pk 
fure more than lovers of God. it 
Whether it become us, or not, to claſs among” "the 
tents of wickedneſs, thoſe private families, where-p1 zyer 
is never offered to God, where children are never ta3zht 
to love and fear him, where the Bible is never peihſed 
and where baths are deſpiſed” or negenony Ige 
ye. 4 
Than dwell in ſuch tents, TI had ate faidD Nevid, 
&* be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God.” "his 
part of our text is differently read. If we take it: 4s it 
ſtaads in our tranſlation, the alluſion ſeems to be# ate 
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to the Nethinims ®, the lower. orders of the. Levites f, 
or ſome of the deſcendants of Korah f, who officiated 
as porters to the tabernacle. If we admit the margmal 
reading, © I would chooſe rather to fit at the threſhold,” 
it appears to allude to the cuſtom of placing mendicants 
at the entrance of the houſe. Thus we find the lame man, 
whom Peter reſtored, was laid daily at the gate of the 
temple called beautiful, to aſk alms of them that entered 
into the temple. Or, if we underſtand the words, as 
they are rendered by ſome ||, © I had rather be faſtened 
to a door-poſt, in the houſe of my God, than live, at 
large, in the tenrs of tranſgrefſors,”” reference is made 
to the law concerning ſervants, Exodus xxxi. 6.'; and 
the ſentiment intended to be conveyed is, that even 
ſlavery itſelf, with acceſs to the tabernacle, is prefera- 
ble to freedom, with iniquity. 

By © dwellin$” in the tents of fin, the Pſalmiſt appears 
to mean ſomething more than ſimply a refidence there. 
The term is oppoſed to the office of a door-keeper, and 
to ſupport the antitheſis 'muſt be underſtood to imply 
a condition as elevated as the office of a porter is abjeR.. 
It is not merely walking in the counſel of the ungodly, 
but fitting in the chair of the ſcornful, as principal of 
the aſſembly ;. 

The choice of David in our text is to be conſidered, 
moreover, with relation to time, ** A day.in thy courts. 
is better than a thouſand ;*” - than a thouſand what Z. 


® Nehemiah vii. 73. + 1 Chron. xxiii. 5. + 1 Chron. ix. 196 
| So Dr. Leifield in Pol. Syn, | 
s Sim cuſtos potius liminis in tuo 
Templo, ſanfte parens, quam Solyma procul 


Degam inter ſceleratos 
Muttis, CLarUS, honoribus —BUCHANAN. 
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Mr. Henry obſerves, David ** does not fay 2ays/i i200 
* may ſupply it with years, with ages * it you v1. F 
, | Regard, then, the monarch of 1fracl as ſaying;ja*T 
had rather, for one day, be a door-keeper, a begs 
a flave in the houſe of my God, than to dwell 'a .5u- 
ſand ages, honoured and applauded in the tents |of 
wickedneſs.” The meaneſt ftation in God's houk i E 
, preferred to the moſt ſplendid in the abodes of 1 impidty. 
EE So Moſes eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt, greater gies 
SH than the treaſures of Egypt. 

Unpopular as the deciſion before us may appear; ive 
propoſed in the ſecond place to justify it. There ee 
ſeveral teſts by which we might fairly try its congRt- 
neſs, we mean however, to confine ourſelves chief# to 
the fingle one of pLEAsURE. It is an wes 1 wos/ Hut 
prevalent idea, that to be religious 1g#to be pengt 7e. 
The paths of fin are ſuppoſed to be ſtrewn with L 
while, harraſſed wich briars, the feet of the ſainth 
ever bleeding. Youth is particularly prone to imbiþe 

the prejudice. The attention of the young, to; gur 
ſubjef, is therefore the more earneſtly requeſted. !: 

We maintain'that the pleaſures of fin are 

Fying, produthye of remorse and transient. 

They are wnsati;fying. Sin has not only WY ed 
our bodies to diſeaſe and pain, it has carried its det'le- 
ment and its miſeries into the regions of the foul; 
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the garden of God, man is wandering through! **he 
deſart of the world, vainly hoping to find fome alfier 
Eden. The accuracy of the experiment made? by 
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Solomon is doubted and thouſands are'trying” it for 
themſelves. They are building houſes and planting 
vineyards; in their gardens and in their orchards arc 
all kinds of fruit ; their poſſeſſions are large and their 
ſervants numerous; but, at length, the proſpe& fickens 
on the eye, and diſappointment extorts the confeſhon, 
« all is vanity, vanity of vanity.” Could you cxhibit 
all the varicties of colour and landſcape, or produce all 
the ſweetneſs and grandeur of ſound, you would find 
* the eye not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the car with 
hearing.” 

If pleaſures of a more innocent kind cannot ſatisfy, 
much leſs can ſinful pleaſures. Let ambition triumph 
over one world, and it will weep to conquer another. 
Preſent the drunkard with one cup, he exhauſts it, 
thirſts for a ſecond, and is impatient to add drunkenneſs 
to thirſt. Enlarge the hoard of the miſer as much as 
you pleaſe, the anxieties of his countenance will ſtill 
teſtify, that ** He that loveth filver is not ſatisfied with 
ſilver.”? 

The true reaſons of this diſcontent are found in the 
unſuitableneſs and deficiency of the obje&t. It is no 
more in _the_nature of carnal delights to nquriſh the 
ſoul, than in air to baniſh hunger, or in peſtilence to 
produce health, Befides, ſuch is the capacity of the 
human mind, that a world can no more fill it, than 
can a fingle planet the interminable regions of ſpace. 
Let criticiſm condemn the figure, experience will ſanc» 
tion it, there is ever left © an aching void.” 

But, of how different a nature are the pleaſures of the 
bouſe of our God. To fatisfy the ſoul is their primary 


*quiity. Turn your thoughts to the following paſſages of 


(cripture,allot which have, ia theirconneRtion, immediate 
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ſhall be of thee in the Grout congregation, the Teck 
ſhall cat and be zsatisfed. Pfalm Ixin. 5. My ſoul thall 
be satisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, and my ;purh 
ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips. Pſalm Ixv. 4. Bled 
is the man whom thou chooſeſt and cauſeſt to apptþach 
unto thee ; we ſhall be satisfied with the goodn(Js of 
thy houſe. Pſalm xxxvi. 7. How excellent is thy Eying 
kindneſs, O God; therefore the children of mtr: put 
their truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings ; the: 4Ahall 
be abundantly satisfied with the fatneſs of thy 2puſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river gf thy 
pleaſures, —ln the above paſſages we have been Zear- 
ing David ſpeak; but, hark, the King himſe};, in 
the galleries of his grace, promiſes the favour. [fa i 
my reſt for ever, here will I dwell, for I have dr 
it. I will abundantly bleſs her proviſion; I.will her 
her poor with bread. I will clothe her prieſtz?with 
ſalvation, and her faints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. Kalm 
CXXXiI, 14—16, E 

[n the exerciſes of public worſhip, the ſocial tegper 
is gratified, while the ſaints hold communion with: one 
another, and to their commumion is added the 5 ow 
© ſhip of the Father, and of his Son Chrilt Jef, .O 
"who can utter the joys, the burdened ſinner f& 3 ON 
hearing, in the miniſtry of the word, that the flood 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. Who can dgſribe 
"the bliſsful feelings of the afflited believer, wirga © in 
the ſanGuary, a word of promiſe i3 ſealed ou his: FXeart. 
As an antidote againſt care and trouble, men cos only 
haſten to the chambers of unhallowed mirth, without 
perceiving that in fooliſh and' hurtful Juſts, not>their 
cares, but their ſouls are drowned. It is. in* Fon 


SU - _ 


40 

houſe, my bretbren, that with ſafety, we loſe the 
recolleion of trouble in a fulneſs of joy. Is the good 
man poor? here he is inſtru&ed to conſider the ravens, 
and that God hath choſen the poor of this world, rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom. -Is he deſpiſed for 
Chriſt's ſake? Here he is taught to rejoice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is his reward in heaven—for 
ſo perſecuted they the prophets. Dots his heart-ſink 
becauſe of the remaining corruptions of his nature, 
or the temptations of the adverſary ? in the Lord's 
houſe he brightens and binds on his armour, and comes 
forth as a giant refreſhed with new wine. It is enough 
that he has learned that ** we are more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved. us.” 

In the obje&ts of devotional pleaſure there is no 
deficiency. They are fo infinitely more. vaſt than the 
. mind, that room is left for its perpetual range. Do we 
approach the throne of grace. by prayer! we know 
that our God is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
" all we can aſk or think. Bleſſings may be included jn 
our petitions, the full ſcope of which we cannot realize. 
Of this nature were the prayers of Paul for the Ephe- 
fians, when he deſired that they might . comprehend 
that love which paſſeth knowledge, and be filled with 
all the fulneſs of God. When we offer before him 
the ſacrifice of praiſe, even the victims of our lips, how 
pleaſiig to reflef, that while ſuch is his condeſcenſion 
that he accepts the meaneſt oblation of a ſincere wor« 
ſhipper, ſuch alſo is the majeſty of his glory, that could 
all the devotion of heaven combine itſelf in each of our 
hearts, we ſhould {till have reafon to bluſh that we 
praiſe him no better. In his charatter, | in his provi- 
dence, in the plan and victorics of redemption, and-in 
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the proſpeAts of a -** far more exceeding and etegpal 
weight of glory,” as ſet forth in his temples, we And 
inexhauſtible ſources of aſtoniſhment and tranfp.yre. 
« All my ſprings,” faid David, referring to Zion, | a Are 
in thee.” "Here are the wells of ſalvation, and ie 
mvited to draw water with joy. 

Think not, -my hearers, that fancy has gvided, ” 
pencil, 1n the lines we have been drawing, We pre 
you the traces 'of truth- 'and ſoberneſs. Therd here 

living witneſſes in his houſe to-day, and in all qur%; pn- 
 gregations, who ſtand ready to atteſt that they pr.;fer 
Jeruſalem to their chief joy. If the pleafures of G4! 's 
houſe are-inſipid to any of you, it is becauſe your tat% is 
perverted by fin. Attempt not to extol the plcaſFres 
of impiety, as though in laughter the heart is notY 
rowful,' or as though the Lord's people were "igno-ju 
of their nature. ' They have felt their inability to 
ſatisfy; they often tried the cup before» divine ;3.act 
influenced them to turn from it with deep diſgu{t; take 
you they once called ** the bitter ſweet and the fret 
bitter;*” but, now, their language 1s, O that yours ® tp... 
be the ſame, © We had rather be door-keeper,; | 
the houſe-of our 'God, than dwell in the tents s of 
edneſs.”” y 
The pleaſures of- iniquity are produttive of FOMS SE. 
How pleaſant ſoever fin may ſeem on the firſt emmy ice, 
< at the laſt, it bitcth like a ſerpent and ſtingerh” ike 
an adder.” Perhaps you may plead, that a {mf 3s 
a profitable courſe ; 'thet by extortion and decent * 
acquire wealth, that by falſhood you canpreſerve r,pu- 
tation, and by ſwearing command reſpe&. "Phe. vi; 
may argue that by diſobedience and obftmary, he 
'zerrify his .afflifed parents to »the , falfilmeut -of8 
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abandoned requeſts, and the man may contend that 
by defamation and abuſe he can avenge himſelf of an 
offending neighbour. 'The impoveriſhed may pleaſe 
themſelves with the advantages of theft, and the rob- 
ber inſiſt, that murder ſhould be added to depredation, 
to prevent an informer from appearing againſt him. 
O remember, ſinner, whatever thy advantages 
may ſeem, there is more loſt than acquired ! What 
ſhall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and loſe 
his own ſoul? In ſuch acquiſitions, there is an increaſe 
of guilt. More wrath is heaped up againſt the day 
of wrath, and thou wilt ultimately find, that it is an evil 
and a bitter thing to fin againſt God. 

Ungodly gratifications are diſhonourable. They are 
moſtly animal; intended to pamper not that part of our 
nature which we ſhare in common with anzels ; but, 
that which in its| origin, frailty and diffolution reſem- 
bles the brute, Philoſophy has long taught that the 
Þody is to be regarded as the ſervant of the foul; and 
that to make corporeal pleaſures the end of our efforts 
is to merit diſgrace. The voice of religion is, ©* Yield 
not your members inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs— 
ſervants of uncleanneſs—yicld yourſelves to God ;® 
but, deaf to the inſtrutions of both, the ſenſualiſt 
appears content to be degraded provided he can be 
gratified. 

To trace all the motives by which men are influen- 
ced to fin, were an endleſs talk ; but, whether they 
be found in the love of eaſe, the fear of men, unbelief, 


.ngratitude or ſelf-flattery—they are in themſelves 


mean, and will in the end lodge in the heart the keen 
ſtings of remorſe. —Remorſe may be conſidered as the 
aſſociate of hope, or of deſpair. In the humble penitent 
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it is allied ' to 'the former, but in the alarmed Nt 
gate, to the latter, © O our God, faid Ezra, vhs are 
aſhamed and bluſh to lift up our faces before thegJour 
God; for our iniquities are increaſed over our heads, 
and our treſpaſs is grown up to the heavens.? — To 
us, O Lord, belongeth confuſion of faces, faid Datel, 

as at this day, to our kings, to our princes and F240 our 
fathers, becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee.” x:The 
publican ſmote upon his breaſt, and with eyes/f'xed 
on the ground exclaimed, ©* God be merciful -to: Jae 2 
ſinner.” . In theſe and in ſimilar cafes, hope {<6 
to cheer the gloom; otherwiſe, Ezra and Daniel ws 
not have raiſed their cry to heaven, nor woulJ{ the 
publican have direfted his way to the Temple. "But, 

ſometimes, remorſe is combined with deſpair. 7 his i 1$ 
the caſe in the pit of eternal ruin. The rich man i! there 
made to remember that in hifflife time he had hit | good 
things, and though he ſends up a prayer from h8ll, it 
is not direted to God, but to Abraham, not a-pſition 
for deliverance, but for a drop of water. —S The 
hopeleſs anguiſh of a guilty conſcience is ſom# times 
felt in this worl4. Read the awful exit of Alt nont 
as related by Dr. Young, who was a witneſs of the 
ſcene. ** My foul,” ſaid the wretched youth, *%p my 
* body lies in ruins, in ſcattered fragments of broken 
* thought-—Remorſe for the paſt throws my theaght 
« on the future. Worſe dread of the fature'ſt! Les it 
* back on the paſt. I turn, and turn; and | be no 
&*& ray.—Didſt thou feel half the 1nountain that'1 ig upon 
* me, thou wouldit ſtruggle with the martyr; 
*« ſtake and bleſs heaven for the flames. My pra 
« have poiſoned my friend, my extravagance hagbeg- 
« oarcd my boy, my uukindneſs has murdered nf ite: 


| ROS 
, bf 
2UF" of 
BOP: 


« And'is there another hell ?' O thou blaſphemed; yet 
&« indulgent Lord God, hell itſelf is a refuge if'it hide 
4 me from thy frown.* 

But, remorſe is never felt in conſequence of attending 
the houfe of God. We, whom the Lord has put into 
the miniſtry, have more frequent opportunities than 
you, in our viſits to the chambers of ſickneſs, of dif- 
covering. the ſources of human miſery. We have often 
heard the wicked man on his death bed; and the males 
fator on his way to the tree, name the crime of ſabbath- 
breaking and the negle& of divine worſhip, among the 
firſt ſteps they took in the road to perdition ; but, we 
fhould be as aſtoniſhed to hear a dying man expreſs 
his regret that he had attended the tabernacle of God, 
as to. hear a cherub-in an agony, or a devil declare 
himſelf perpetually happy. Remorſe originates in fin; 
to attend public worſhip is not to ſin; but, to diſcharge 
an important . duty. - None of the exerciſes of God's 
houſe have any tendency to cheriſh fin, they are deſigned 
to deſtroy it. Nor does waiting on God induce diſeaſes 
on the'body.; it fills no: hoſpitals with ruined conſtitu- 
tions, no. penitentiaries with Magdalenes; it leads into 
no circles of deſtruftive company, and reduces no 
families to indigence and wretchedneſs. On the con- 
trary, the ſervants of God derive :confolation in their 
afflitions from the remembrance of their attendance in 
his-courts ; they conſider the love they have felt and ſtill 
feel for his ſanfuary as an evidence for good; David, in 
his troubles, drew comfort from hence—*® I have hated 
the congregations of evil-doers, and will not fit with 
the wicked.” But, © Lord, I have loved the habita: 
tion of thy houſe, and the place where thine honour 
awelleth;”” Plalm xxvi. 5—8. Who, indeed, that 
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conſiders aright the pain which guilt creates 444 the 
pleaſures which the memory of piety imparts, can 
forbear to fay, © I had rather be a door-keeper.in the 
houſe of my God, than dwell in the tents of gpkeds 
neſs.” 

. We remark, thirdly, the pleaſures of fin are ins vient: 
they are but * for a ſeaſon,” Heb. xi. 25. y 

Allowing the longeſt period to unhallowed gratificas 
tions, it is certain they are bounded by the termygf the 
preſent life. And, what is life ? a ſhadow, - a vapour, 
a flower ;—ſuch are the delights of fin—they: paly 
away, they vaniſh, they wither. '% 

But theſe pleaſures do not laft during the while of 
the ſhort period. , They are often interrupted. #UThe 
death of a friend, the approach of ſickneſs, a thu? ders 
ſtorm, or a ſhipwreck, are providences by whic; the 
fleeping conſcience is oft arouſed, It ſtarts up its 
dreams of ſecurity, and looks wildly around \—AZ)! it 
« js a certain fearful looking for of judgment ang ery 
indignation.” The wicked frequently live not out. half 
their days, for © evil flays them* on the way. S*: 
they attain to old age, the defire and the capacs f of 
enjoyment fails them. 

If, however, we grant that ungodly men are Frey 
all their days, for the fake of yielding to the prejyus 
of the miſtaken, we. cannot admit that the faYgi 
pleaſure extends a ſtep beyond the grave.' We ouſt 
fay of ſinful delight as did Solomon of the. hMor :- 
& her houſe iz the way to hell, going down te-: the: 
chambers of death.” Well may the ſons of ple F are” 
be averſe to dying ; well may the mention of morfs/ity- 
be repreſented as unpolite and obtruſive in the 51h 
of gaicty ; for it calls to remembrance an hour 
& 


46 
forbidden joys, like the body which has nonrifhed 
them, ſhall expire. - Well may the day of death be 
termed an © evil day ;”” for it will introduce to a ſeries 
of everlaſting wretchedneſs. 

The light affliftions of the ſaints are ſaid to endure 
but for ** a moment??.--<* a very little moment,” when 
compared with the -eternity of glory which is before 
them. So, finner, contraſted with the duration of thy 
ſorrows in the world to come, all thy delights are 
momentary. 

But the pleaſures of the ſanuary are not tranſient. 
Solemn and afflictive providences increaſe their ſweet- 
neſs. Thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the Lord 
ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God---they ſhall (till 
bring .forth fruit in old age---they ſhall be fat and 
flouriſhing. David ſpeaks of dwelling in the houſe of 
God for ever. Death only introduces to the houſe not 
made ,with hands, where the pleaſures of holy worſhip 
are conſummate and everlaſting. + %; 

If it be true, that duration. is eflential to. genuine 
felicity, ** I had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe 
of my God, than dwell in the tents of wickedneſs.” 

On trying the decifion of David by the teſt of 
pleaſure, we perceive that it merits our applauſe and 
adoption : but, the argument, hitherto, addrefles itſelf 
to -us as individuals, We are members of a large 
community. Our condu is of importance, in that it 
will contribute to the good or injury of others. Our 
reſponſibilities are as extenſive as our facial relations. 
* None of us liveth unto himſelf.” A conſideration 
ſimply of the duties which are binding on the magis- 
frate agd the parent, will ſhew the wildom of David's 


concluſion. 
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It becomes the magistrate to ſeek the hap gels of 
thoſe, over whom he is appointed to preſide. He is ſo 
to wield the ſword of juſtice, which is deliveth into 
his hands, that it may become a terror to.themHhat do 
evil, and a praiſe to them that do well. To perform 
this duty ſucceſsfully, he muſt ever exhibit a Revowk 
example, as well as the enfigns of authority. Laws 
will command bur little reſpe&t, when the agens that 
ſhould enforce, is in the habit of violating them; y Ob- 
ligations to purity of behaviour, become ſtrengrt/ened 
in proportion to the publicity and influence # our 
aftions. David was a magiſtrate. He muſt be {c:rſible 
that the eyes of thouſands were upon hjm. m. {if he 
entered the tents of wickedneſs, crouds would {p/low. 
The hiſtory of empire ſets before us, in -numberleſs 
inſtances, how deſtruRive of the public good a profgate 
magiſtracy has been. The example of the, nigfteen 
impious kings of Iſrael, beginning with Jeroboajt} and 
ending with Hoſhea, ſeems to have confirmed La ten 
tribes in thoſe habits of wickedneſs, which int.pced 
Jehovah to bury their individuality 1n the coigmon 
grave of nations: while the few pious kings of Jydah 
were the alt of the land, which preſerved the maſs 
from corruption and death. ir 

The reſponſibility of perſons in eminent ſtatix7s 7 I$ 
truly awful. If the blood of his congregation We] be 
required at the hand of the faithleſs miniftet.; + the 
 condutt of impious magiſtrates, it is inferable; with not 
be paſſed over with impunity. It 1s highly probſble, 
that when we appear before the judgment ſeat gf Cirift, 
we ſhall appear in all our official capacities ; the ſt#jard 
muſt give an account of his ſtewardſhip; and it is + noſt 
ſolemn confideration, that when John faw, in $100, 
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the heavens depart as.a ſcroll and mountains and iflands 
moved out of their places, he alſo ſaw © the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men”? hide themſelves in the dens, and 
heard them fay to the rocks, ** fall on us.” Dwelling 
in the tents of fin, incapacitates. magiſtrates for the 
diſcharge of the duties of their office... Chriſtian legil- 
tors have thought. proper to frame laws againſt vice 
and profaneneſs ; but with what confuſion of counte- 
nance muſt that officer exa&t a fine from a ſwearer or 
a drunkard, who is himſelf addied. to profaneneſs and 
exceſs! He bears, indeed; the ſword ; but, conſcience 
compels him to ſuffer it to ruſt in the ſcabbard. 

_ Liberty cannot long ſurvive the decay of morals ; 
and morals can never flouriſh where the ſabbath is 
deſpiſed. 'The public mind on this ſubje& is ſufficiently 
exprefled in the laws that are framed to promote its 
* obſervance. That magiſtrate, whoſe patriotiſm is dif- 
intereſted and fincere, would infinitely prefer the office 
of a door-keeper in the: houſe of God, to all thoſe 
abodes of vice, which can have no other effe&, than the . 
degradation of his chara&er and the inducing diforder 
and ruin on thoſe, whoſe felicity he js bound by office, 
as well as by the common claims of humanity, ſtudi- 
ouſly to promote. 

We have reaſon, fellow citizens, as a country, to 
blels God for ſo many magiſtrates, who by. their example 
demonſtrare their conviction, that there is a cloſe inti- 
macy between the welfare of the ſtate and reſpett for 
the ſanfuary. 

But, we obſerve farther, king David was a parent, 
as well as a magiſtrate, His folicitude that his oifspring 
might trequent the tabernacle is ſuppoſed to be alluded 
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to, when he obſerves, that the ſwallow, near the; Jars, 
had- provided a neſt for her young. Eg 
Parents! the obligations by which you are 1; .pund 
to ſeek the preſent and everlaſting welfare ofyour 
children, are firm and ſolemn. God has ſaid, 6: # rain 
up a child in the way he ſhould go”? but, what is. that 
way ? Should he go to-the tents : wickedneſs,; er, to 
the houſe of God ? Is it the diſgrace, or honoug; -the 
defilement, or purity---the ruiy, or felicity of thy 7 4hild 
that thou art comiffanded to make thy aim An 
anſwer need not be given ; but we mult affirm\ithat 
that parent deplorably negleds his duty, who dozz not 
train up his children in the habit of attendiny} the 
worſhip of Jehovah. Often, when the Saviour ahit cars 
in his courts, the eyes of the young are of acd, 
that they may behold his beauty, and their rot; ues 
are looſened, that they may ſing hoſannas to his ptaiſe. 
Often, at a period much earlier than expetted, a e@hrſc 
of picty and virtue commences, for which the worldand 
the church, the ſubje& himſelf and rhe happy Faent 
have ten thouſand reatons to be thanktul. And; en 
in thoſe rare inſtances, | in which a virtuous educatien is 
followed with a life devoted to profligacy, the regzm- 
brance of parental inſtruftion and of the inſtruffons 
received in the houſe of God, will always check; as HH] 
often reform, and will ſometimes, through divine Ice, 
effeually reclaim the prodigal. Firſt impreſſior#are 
always deepeſt ; death will ſoon take us from; bur 
children : 'it becomes us, therefore, to endeavous: hat 
ſuch ſentiments may be rooted in their tender, whe 
as may be ſerviceable to them, and to our childea' 
children, when we are {leeping with our fathers ; kN 


when led by dutiful remembrance to viſit the Hillpck 
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that riſes over our duſt, the tears of affe&tion and 
. gratitude may flow together. Many parents, it is to 
be feared, by the indulgence of a ſinful, becauſe an 
unwiſe and injurious fondneſs, ſuffer their children to 
continue at home, to viſit the houſe of God, or to 
purſue almoſt any gther courſe which puerile caprice 
may fancy. Very differently did the Pfalmiſt train up 
young Solomon. He has recorded the circumſtance 
among his proverbs, to the immortal memory of his 
parent. © I was my father's ſon, tender and only 
beloved in the fight of my mother. He taught me allo, 
and faid unto me, let thine heart retain my words ;* 
Prov. iv. 3, 4. O beware, leſt your indulgence indi- 
rely prove the damnation of your children. By how 
much they are dear, very dear to your hearts, 'by fo 
much the more be concerned to inſtru them. Say 
with the prophet, © Come ye children, hearken untg 
me, I wil! ew you the fear of the Lord.” Com- 
plain not that you cannot compel your family to 
attend the temple of the Lord. God has clothed you 
with authority : He has commanded your children to 
honour you, and of this they are eaſily made conſcious, 
Let but your righteous injunttions be carly, afftefion- 
ately and perſcveringly impoſed, and you may hope for 
continued obedience. If, however, after ſuch deport- 
ment, a child ſhould prove rebellious, you will be able 
to derive confolation from reflefting that * your record 
is on high and your witneſs is in heaven.” 

Children are ever imitating and cleaving to thoſe 
whom they love. If you are but door-keepers in the 
houſe of God, your little ones will take hold of the 
Mirts of your garments; and, if you'enter the dwel- 


lings of fin, doubt not but they will follow you. 


Paul argues in his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. in ver. 
| 20—27, that ©, a teacher - of babes”? ſhould* he A 
FEES conſiſtent charater. © Thou therefore that tea;heſt 
S þ another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? thou that prezcheſt 
a man ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal ? thou that.ſ3yeſt 
a man ſhonld not. commit adultery, doſt thou chthmit 
adultery?” Admonition uninforced by exampl&: will 
be unavailable. Condutt at_night, will uokaviy! the 
texture that precept wove through the day. - - «;* 
Perhaps there are parents who never admoniſh: their 
children—who forbid them from attending (52d's 
houſe, or if not, leave'them to the operation of; phat 
native depravity, which will of itſelf prefer fabvrith- 
£1 % breaking to devotion. Alas ! what thouſands of yoang 
children are there who are walking in the wicked;ways | 
| of their fathers! How often are they heard prakiing | | ; 
[ articulation with may and with all the impurities Exhe Wo 
tongue. O parents! where is your natural affecji/ + 
Inſtruments of the. earthly exiſtence of your babex, ? "on 
you be the means of their deſtruction! O have; pity, 
have pity upon them ! Ahaz led his ſon to be byrned 
to an idol in the valley of Hinnom, but you are lexding 
your children to. a more fearful flame, If you: will | 14 
w' not train them up virtuouſly for their ſakes, do © for | 
your own, Think how degraded is your condition, [ 
when, if a child would obey God, he muſt be digcbe- | 
dient to you; when, if he would enter intorhez ven, 
he mutt look with horror on the behaviour, ans fly |. 8 
from the reſorts of him that begat, and of heri\that | ' 1 
bare him, af: ww 
| Without ſtaying to pourtray the wretchedadhi of BY 
your offspring in future life, or the remorſe whic j. you 


will probably feel in the hour of death, ſuffer Be to 


—— 
—. 


02 
lift up the curtain of the inviſible world. T cannot bur 
believe, that .there are degrees in the happineſs of 
heaven—1 cannot but conclude, that the joys of pious 
parents wilt be heightened, when they witneſs in glory 
thexriumphal arrival of thoſe children, whom on earth 
they had fo often led to the ſanuary, and commended 
to God in fervent prayer. I muſt believe alſo, that 
there are degrees in the anguiſh of hell. The rich man 
feared leſt his five brethren ſhould come to his place of 


- torment, becauſe he knew their miſcries would increaſe 


his own. The parents thaFare now © drinking down 
miquity,”” are on their way to the pit; but, O how 
will their pains be increaſed, when they behold their 
children deſcend after them into the fame hopeleſs 
regions. Bunyan, in his © Progreſs,” brings his pilgrims 
to a mountain, on the fide of which was an opening 
into hell. . Mercy is inſtructed toYearken : ſhe heark- 


- enced,” and heard one faying, © Carfed be my father 


« for holding back my feet from the way of life and 
* peace.” Much of the miſery of futurity will probably 
confilt in reproach. Some, fays Daniel, will awake to 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt. Tormented with the 
devil and bis angels, how will your heart endure to 
hear the cries of your children, for ever loſt; © O cruel 
* father, O unfeeling mother, you never taught us the 
© way to heaven---we liſped no prayers in our child- 
* hood---a holy hymn we never learned---you never 
* offered a petition for us in the cloſet, or in the family 
**---the Bible you never read to us, nor cauſed us to 
* read it---you never led us to the houſe of God; but, 
* made a mock alike at fin and. at religion. We ſaw 
© you enter the tabernacles of tranſgreſſion ; unſuſpeR- 
* ingly we tollowed: you handed to us the poiſonous 


II. 
* potion, and our corruptions reliſhed 3 it, We faw 


* draw iniquity with cords of vanity=——we applet BY 
* hands alfo to the rope, and, as the fruit of thofe : ” By 
am bs 


a a+ 


* towhich you have bectiacceſſory, weare, bya right 
* God, tormented 1n this flame!??.,... I will not enl. 
Permit me to appeal to you all, to-day, whether 8 | 
David be not juſtifiable in aſſerting, he © had rather | bs, 
be a door-keeper in the houſe of his God, tharr'}© 
dwell in the tents of wickedneſs.” N12 gd 
Let us proceed to improve our ſubje&t by Ll 
practical obſervations. i 
1, Our text may inſtru& us how little the hongf's fac 
of the world are worthy of our ambition, or a viftueas 1-4 
poverty of our regret. Had the words been uttere 1 
by a Nethinim or, a Levite, while we approved 
ſentiment they contain, we might have conſidered thina 
as diftated by a dif poſition” to be contented with an ey, 
for which there was no remedy: but they were utters) A $.- 
by a monarch—by one, who, if ſeen as a door-keepyag "_ 
would-have excited the aſtoniſhment, perhaps the con; 
tempt, of thouſands, But, in God's ſight, and in thi 
ſight of thoſe whom God has taught, that honour whi i 
is acquired by finning is diſgrace, and that diſgragi; 
which piety incurs is true honour. Be ſatisfied, re; 
thren, with the allotments of Providence; Thoug) b 
you may paſs through this world in humble obſcuri ; 
your life is hid with Chriſt in God; and, when Cht © 
who is our life ſhall appear, We alſo ſhall appear w] 
him in glory. 3 
2. If the folly and danger of neglefting God's B 
and living' infin be ſo great, it becomes ſuch as have 
hitherto madeachoice the reverſe of David's to thir k, \ Hl 
on their ways, You ſtand indeed, virh, in flippet/ bred 
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- miniſtry of to-day yau are cautioned, you are exhorted 


4 


places ; but, as yet, you have not been caſt down into 
deſtruftion ; Pſalm Ixxiii. 18. May you be wiſe before 
it be too late. Spend not your money for that which 
is not bread, and your labour for that which fatisfieth 
not : purchaſe not repentance at ſo dear a rate. Flee, 
from the wrath to come—to the hope ſet before you. 
Abandon your ungodly companions for ever : unleſs 


you looſe hands, they will draw you down with them. 


to the ſecond death. The preſent is the accepted time, 
the day of ſalvation. 


A celebrated divine ſets forth the aggravation of 


perſiſting in fin, by ſuch imagery as the following : 

© A great king had a gulf- lying acroſs the moſt 
* public road in his empire. Many wayfaring men, 
* purſuing their Jobtrneys, had endeavoured to paſs it, 
© but had periſhed in the attempt. All efforts to fill it 
5 up were fruitleſs. At length, influenced by pity for 
© bis ſubjetts and ardour for the public good, he gave 
* orders that a bridge ſhould be thrown over it. His 
© orders were accompliſhed; but, he was ſoon informed 
© that the travellers, regardleſs of the bridge, till 
* deſcended the gulf and continued to periſh. On 
© hearing this, he commiſſioned a number of his faithful 
* ſervants to ſtand at its entrance, and when they ſaw 
© any one bending his way to the abyſs, to lift their 
* voices like a trumpet, folemnly to warn him and 
© affeionately compel him to be ſafe and happy. Alas! 
© it was to little purpoſe, in ſpite of remonſtrance, the 
* majority reſolved to go into the gulf, while over the 
© bridge, there paffed only here and there a traveller.” 

Fellow ſinner, a gulf lies in thy ways The King of 
Glory has provided means of d@liverance. In the 
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to eſcape for your life. If deſtruion notwithſtandin# 
be your choice, your'condemnation will be juſt. *# 
3. While we aſſert the excellency of the ſervices 
the houſe of the Lord, we mean not to ſupgeſt th; a1 
ſuch are conſcious of it, orare in a ſtate of ſafety, whey? | (1 
| attendance is mere formality. It is the duty of eve 
| man to join the public worſhip of God, and his My 
| to negleCt it ; but it is poſhble that a perſon may attEjd 
the means of grace with ſtri& regularity all his uk 
and die in his fins at laſt. God faid by Haiah, and gar 
Lord quoted the declaration, ** This people draweit: 
nigh unto me with their lips, and honoureth me wt: { 
their mouths, but their heart is far from me. Hot vi 
beit 1n vain do they worſhip me.” It is not cnougly 
that the goſpel come in word only ; 'it muſt come:iti 
power, in the Holy Ghoſt and in much afſurance, s 
effeftuate your ſalvation. Be not deceived, my heare 3; 
** except a man be born again, he cannot fee te 
; kingdom of God.” 2 
4. Let your condu@, Chriſtian brethren, prove.g0 
the world that the deciſion of David is your own. +*' 
Teſtify your love for the ſanftuary by an eayy 
attendance. Never let your paſtor wait for bs congige 
| gation. Never leave men to ſuſpe&t your tincerity by 
permitting yourſelves to move fluggiſhly to the ho % {© 
after its exerciſes are commenced—let your attendangk 
be regular. © Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves 
| together as the manner of ſome is. No charms of novelty, 
no unreal ſickneſs, no trifling inconvenience of weather. 
no fancied eminence in knowledge, ſhould ever prev6 1; 
your filling-your ſeat. Employ your influence to bri x? 
your neighbours and your friends with you, and may 
eſpecially your children and your domeſizes.. As G's 2d 
T_ 
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| has proſpered yori, diſcover your liberality in yillingly 
bearing your {hare in the-expences incident on the 
houfe you have, built, Pray much for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, and for your brethren and companions ſakes, 


-— caſe not to-ſeck hep good. 


© 5, QurcharaQers are here ſorming for an everlaſting 
ſtate: Vellels of wrath are fitting for deſtrution, and 
 veſlels of mercy for glory. 1s the. houſe of God your 
delight now, it will remain fo for ever. Prophecying, 
"It is true, will fobif ceaſe. The elders round the throne 
rc not teaching Ly preaching Chriſt Jeſus, like the 

elders in the churches below. They have now, every 
one of them harps and golden vials. There will ſoon 
be no need of door-keepers, for the gates of the city 
ſhall not be ſhut by day, and there ſhall be no night 
thore to render. it neceflary. Heaven. is termed the 
fanQuary of God, as well as his church 68 earth. tt 
1s 1,deed the new ferufalem, but it. is Jeruſalem till. 
The ſaint paſhng throngh the celeſtial gate loſes all his 


=troublcs and his fias, but, he retains his ſervices. The" 
great multitude in heaven, clothed in white robes and *-. 


with -palms in their hands, who came out of great 
tribulation, and waſhed their garments and made them 
white.in theÞblood of the Lamb, are before.the throne 
of God and Frve him day and mght 1n his temple.--- 
Prize, then, theſe tabernacles below, for here holy: 
worſhip commences, and preſs towards. the mark for 
the prize of your.high calling, for there that worlhip 
i810 tull and everlalting perfection, | 
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